
Listen Up! Talk About These Words With Your Children 

Bible Lesson 
Families can read the Bible together to teach kids truth and demonstrate the importance of 
Scripture. The lesson today comes from Joshua 4. Show younger kids how to look up Bible 
verses. Point out the title page for Joshua and show them how to find the correct chapter and 
verse. Talk about how the book of Joshua is in the Old Testament. Pray together to start your Bible 
lesson time. 

Story for the Youngest Listeners 
Moses told God’s people to love and serve God. 
Moses didn’t want the people to forget God.  
Moses told the people to teach God’s Word to their children. 
God’s people remember God’s Word.  
After Moses died, Joshua led God’s people. 
God stopped a mighty river from flowing.  
God’s people entered the promised land on dry ground. 
Joshua wanted the people to remember what God did.  
Joshua built a memorial from twelve stones.  
The people could tell their children about God when they saw the memorial.  
God’s people would remember the wonderful things God did. 
God’s people remember God’s Word. 

Story for Older Children 
Long ago, Moses told God’s people an important message. Moses told the Israelites that the 
Lord was the only God, and that they should love God with every part of their lives: all their 
heart, all their soul, and all their strength.  

Moses wanted the people to remember God’s words and think about them every day. So Moses 
gave more instructions to the people. Moses told the people that they should have God’s words 
on their hearts. Then Moses said, “Teach them diligently to your children.” Moses did not want 
the Israelites to forget God. If children grew up without hearing God’s words, soon no one 
would remember God. Moses wanted the people to teach their children about God every day. 
God’s people remember God’s Word. 

Here is another story in the Bible about teaching children about what God did for Israel. This is a 
true story that happened when Joshua was the leader of God’s people. Joshua was the leader of 
Israel after Moses died. 

God promised that the Israelites would have their own land. For forty years the people had 
wandered in the wilderness, but now it was the right time to enter the promised land! But there 
was a problem: a great big river stood in the way. How were all the people supposed to cross a 
great big river? The Jordan River always has a lot of water, but when they came to the river there 
was even more water than normal. The water was overflowing the banks! 

God told the people to get ready because he was going to do something amazing. The next 
day, the priests of Israel dipped their feet into the water, and the water of the river stopped 
flowing. It stood up in a great big heap far away. All the people walked across on dry land. 



God told twelve men to take a stone from the riverbed. After all the Israelites had crossed the 
river and the water started flowing again, Joshua built a memorial with the twelve stones. Joshua 
told the people, “Someday your children will ask you about these stones. Tell them how Israel 
crossed over the Jordan River on dry land.” Joshua didn’t want Israel to forget God’s power or 
God’s salvation, so he made a way for the people to remember to teach their children. God’s 
people remember God’s Word. 

Questions 
Questions reinforce key facts from the Bible lesson for younger kids and help older kids make 
connections between the lesson and their own relationship with God. 
Younger Children 
Moses told the people to teach who about God? 
Who stopped a mighty river from flowing so the Israelites could cross on dry land? 
What did Joshua build to remember what God did? 
God’s people remember what? 

Older Children 
What are some ways Moses told the people to remember God’s words? 
What would happen if the people did not tell their children about God? 
Who led the Israelites after Moses? 
What was the problem the Israelites had when they were about to enter the Promised Land? 
How did God solve the problem? 
What did Joshua do so the people would remember what God had done? 

Music Time 
Songs offer the opportunity to respond to God with praise. Don’t worry about beautiful singing 
voices, use this as a time to worship God together with joy! Add to your worship time with 
motions or simple instruments such as egg shakers. 

To God Be the Glory, verse 1 with refrain 
Fanny Crosby, 1875 
To God be the glory, great things he has done! 
So loved he the world that he gave us his Son, 
who yielded his life an atonement for sin, 
and opened the life gate that we may go in. 

Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the earth hear his voice! 
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
let the people rejoice! 
O come to the Father thro' Jesus the Son, 
and give him the glory, great things he has done! 



Let Children Hear the Mighty Deeds, verse 1 
Isaac Watts, 1719 
piano tune available at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBzV0_Erwwg  
Let children hear the mighty deeds 
which God performed of old, 
which in our younger years we saw 
and which our fathers told. 

Passage Memory Activity: Sign Language 
For this series there will be a weekly activity to aid in memorising Deuteronomy 6:4-9. 
Use a British Sign Language dictionary (available at signbsl.com) to look up words for the 
passage. Practice saying the passage together with sign language. Here are some of the words 
to get started: 
Love: https://www.signbsl.com/sign/love  
God: https://www.signbsl.com/sign/god  
Commands: https://www.signbsl.com/sign/command (scroll down to the lady with a green shirt) 
Children: https://www.signbsl.com/sign/children  
Home: https://www.signbsl.com/sign/home  
Road: https://www.signbsl.com/sign/road  

More Advanced Family Activity: Flipping Picture 
Materials: 
Printout sheet (one page) 
Pens, pencils, or coloured pencils 
Scissors 
Glue 
Cardboard 

Instructions: 
Colour in the pictures. Cut out the two rectangles on the black dashed lines with the child asking 
‘what do these stones mean?’ 

Using one of the rectangles as a guide, trace onto the cardboard and cut out four cardboard 
rectangles. Cut out the three paper strips from the printout sheet. 

Lay the strips onto one of the cardboard pieces as shown and glue them down. Glue a second 
cardboard rectangle on top of the first. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vBzV0_Erwwg
http://signbsl.com
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/love
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/god
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/command
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/children
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/home
https://www.signbsl.com/sign/road


Fold the paper over the top of the cardboard, then lay another rectangle on top. Fold the strips 
over the top and glue them down. Glue the final cardboard rectangle on top. Trim off the extra 
paper poking out. 

 

Allow the glue to dry, then test it out. Hold it open with the blank sides facing you, then fold it 
shut and open from the middle. You should see one paper strip on one side and two paper 
strips on the other side. 

Flip it back to the large blank side. Glue on the two rectangles that you’ve cut out. Allow the glue 
to dry, then flip to the side with the strips. Cut out the remaining picture in six rectangles on the 
black dashed lines. Carefully glue the picture onto the strips and the cardboard, making sure 
that the paper strips can still move freely. 

Allow the glue to dry, then retell the story flipping back and forth between the pictures. 



Simple Family Activity: Story Book 
Materials 
Printout Sheet (one page) 
Pens, coloured pencils, or crayons 
Scissors 

Instructions 
Colour the page, then cut out the page along 
the dashed lines on the edges. Fold the 
paper back and forth along the grey guide 
lines. There will be eight rectangles: 

Fold the paper in half to make two A5 pages. 
Adults, carefully cut through both layers on 
the middle dashed black line. 

 

Open the paper, then fold in half the other 
way so that there are two long rectangles 

Hold the paper by the ends and push in so 
that the middle pages push outward. 

Fold the pages into a book with the cover at the top. 

Additional Resources 
The Bible Project has a word study series that formed the inspiration and was used as a 
reference for this family devotional series. The Shema series can be accessed here: https://
bibleproject.com/explore/shema-listen/  

Seeds Family Worship has a song with the words of Deuteronomy 6:4-7. It is available on their 
Word of God album, and can also be purchased individually on iTunes.

https://bibleproject.com/explore/shema-listen/
https://bibleproject.com/explore/shema-listen/
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